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Synopsis: 
Pediatric solid tumors represent approximately one fourth of cancer diagnoses in children. 
Despite intensive regimens, patients with metastatic or recurrent tumors have unsatisfactory 
survival rates. Therefore new therapies are needed to improve outcomes.  Members of the TNF 
ligand superfamily induce death in tumor cells through direct ligation of death receptors and 
apoptosis induction.  
 
TRAIL (TNF-related apoptosis inducing ligand) has been shown to have specific antitumor 
activity against a wide range of tumor cells without inducing death in normal cells.  Many 
pediatric solid tumors are sensitive to TRAIL induced apoptosis therefore it may cause cell 
death in tumors that have been resistant to chemotherapy without the standard toxicites 
associated with chemotherapy.   
 
The goal of the study is to determine the MTD and tumor response of Lexatumumab in patients 
with refractory pediatric solid tumors as a single agent and in combination therapy with a fixed 
dose of interferon gamma 1b. 
 


